[Surgical treatment of pulmonary metastases].
From 1973 to 1988, 58 patients underwent operation for pulmonary metastases in our institution. The operative mortality was low (1-2%). The primary tumor was a melanoma in 7 cases, a sarcoma in 7 cases and a carcinoma in the remaining 44 cases. The overall 5-year patients survival was 30% and compares favorably with other series. Radical surgical excision significantly affects survival. Repeated or bilateral surgical excisions are sometimes needed. With the increased effectiveness of chemotherapy the role of surgery is changing. Surgical treatment of pulmonary metastases is indicated in selected cases.